EXPERIMENTAL STUDY REGARDING NEW METHODS OF RADIOACTIVE
DECONTAMINATION AND CLEAN-UP FOR MATERIALS THAT WERE CONTAMINATED
WITH HYDROGEN-3 USED IN RESEARCH LABORATORY
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RESULTS

» The purpose of this present work consists of finding a more efficient and less expensive decontamination method for surfaces

contaminated with Tritium-labelled compounds.

In the experiments there were used the polymeric hydrogels, DeconGel type 1102 and type 1108.
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This paper presents the methods and facilities used, as well as the results obtained and their interpretation. All the experiments were
conducted within Tritium Laboratory (TRITIULAB) from DRMR department from Horia Hulubei National Institute for R&D in Physics and

Nuclear Engineering (IFIN-HH).

This paper aims to develop new methods and protocols of decontamination for Tritium laboratories facilities improving at the same time
radiological security measures to meet EU requirements. In accordance with these requirements, we chose a polymeric hydrogel,
DeconGel, because the method is easy, does not damage the surfaces and, at the same time, does not cause pollution, while the costs

involved, and necessary storage space are minimal. After considering all these aspects, it was decided that DeconGel is a possibility with

high chance of success for our research.

The experiments are based on measurements realized on a certain number of materials (types of surfaces) that are often found in
facilities specifically designed for radioactive research, which were afterwards gathered and interpreted. For each sample of materials,
we made a comparison between the results obtained from the classic decontamination method (with wetted smears) and the one using

the polymeric hydrogel.

The paper will further develop, in a more detailed manner, the steps, utensils and chemical compounds used in the experiment.

All the materials studied originate from the Radionuclides and Radiation Metrology Departament (DRMR)-NIPNE, TRITIULAB-NIPNE. The

polymeric hydrogels were procured from CBI Polymers from USA.

METHOD

» New decontamination protocols for surfaces contaminated with tritium (°H or
T) were developed, by studying the decontamination factor for DeconGel 1108
and DeconGel 1102, in the case of different surfaces and contaminant types

» In the experiment we used two types of contaminants: (1) ethanol solution of
hydrophilic and hydrophobic tritium labelled compounds mixture and (2)
tritiated oil from broken vacuum pumps from which the volatile component
was removed.

SELECTION OF SURFACES

» The following types of surfaces have been selected and prepared. Those
surfaces are often found within TRITIULAB. From the selected surfaces, 10 x
10 cm samples were prepared (Fig 3).

v’ type 316L austenitic stainless steel with a smooth surface;

v’ type 316L austenitic stainless steel with a matte surface;

v’ sheet laminated steel coated with antistatic paint (new false ceiling);

v’ rusty laminated steel;

v" aluminium;

v’ glossy glass;

v’ PVC tiles (old false ceiling);

v' PVC Mipolan Esprit 500 GELSOR (pavement for laboratories and access
halls);

v’ PVC type Mipolan Mural Club N (PVC wallpaper from TRITIULAB);
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» A stock solution consisting of a tritiated organic compound mixture in ethanol
solution was prepared.

» The radioactive concentration of stock solution has been determined using
the Triple to Double Coincidence Ratio (TDCR) method at the Laboratory of
Radionuclides Metrology

OBTAINING OF THE CONTAMINATED OILS

» The tritiated oil wastes were processed for volatile components removal
(labile and volatile tritium — LVT).

» After the removal stage, the radioactive concentration of tritiated oil was
determined by liquid scintillation technique.

THE SAMPLING FACTOR

» The RSC sampling factors were determined for each controlled contaminated
surface. Determination of sampling factor was achieved by wiping the
contaminated surface with smears made of extrudate polystyrene moistens
in 50 L isopropyl alcohol, followed by activity measuring at LSC. The smears
used were made of polystyrene materials because it has a good solubility in
liquid scintillation cocktails, although it presents a lower sampling factor
than desired due to its hydrophobic properties.

» The values of sampling factor (f) were obtained using equation:

f =100 x (SA / RCA)

SA — activity determined at LSC [Bq]
RCA — (Real Conventional Activity) activity of the contaminant,
controlled deposited onto analysed surface.

where:

» For the rectification of the experimental values obtained in the determination
of the residual activities (after application of the Decongel) it was used
the average value of the sampling factor obtained for ten replicates.

RESIDUAL CONTAMINATION

» The residual RSC of the decontaminated surfaces with Decongel were
determined by wiping using extruded polystyrene smears and their
activity determined at LSC. The obtained values at LSC were rectified
using predetermined average value of the sampling factor.

» The RSC was determined using the following protocol:
* predetermination of the sampling factor for each surface;

* determination of the RSC of sampling factors for surfaces with
known sampling factor;

* wiping the surface and smear’s introduction in glass vials with
liquid scintillator

* determination of the sampled activity at LSC;

* correlation between the sampled activity, the predetermined
sampling factor and the total surface activity determination.
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Fig. 1 — Method used for testing DeconGel in our experiments
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» The average values for the sampling factor are presented in Fig.3 for
surfaces contaminated with ethanol solution of mixture of tritium-labelled
compounds and Fig.4 for surfaces contaminated with tritiated oil.

» The maximum and minimum values are obtained for glossy glass and PVC
tiles correspondingly in both situation.

» The average values for the sampling factor are between 91.38% and
48.32% for surfaces contaminated with tritium-labelled compounds and
slightly higher vales for surfaces contaminated with tritiated oil between
94.82% and 50.62%, results that are more than satisfying.

» The average values for the decontamination factor are between 92.99%
and 76.01% for surfaces contaminated with tritium-labelled compounds
and slightly higher vales for surfaces contaminated with tritiated oil
between 98.01% and 76.71%, results that are once again satisfying.

» The highest values were obtained again for the glossy glass, while the
lowest vales were obtained for the steel coated with antistatic paint in
both cases.

CONCLUSION

» The decontamination efficiency of the Decongel has been quantified as
decontamination factor (DF), which represent the ratio between tritium
activity incorporated in gels and total tritium activity deposited onto the
analysed surface.

Both types of Decongel were proved to be efficient in the
decontamination process of different types of surfaces for specific
contaminants type, the DF being in 85 and 99% range at one application
for metallic and glass surfaces.

For the steel coated with antistatic paint and MIPOLAN PVC surfaces,
the obtained DF was lower (75-85%). These results can be explained by
diffusion of tritiated compounds inside of the material surfaces with
conversion in a quasi-fixed contamination.

The decontamination factor of Decongel type 1108 for the analysed
surfaces (contaminated with a mixture of tritium labelled compounds)
can take values in the range of 76%-93%, while in the case of Decongel
type 1102 the values of the decontamination factor for the analysed
surfaces (contaminated with tritiated oil) can vary between 76% and
98%, results far greater than the ones obtained with the classical
method of wet wiping.

This suggests a greater efficiency of decontamination when using the
Decongel comparing to the classic decontamination methods.
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